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Learning Objective

• Develop a deeper understanding of how vocabulary 
can be explicitly taught in the classroom. 

• Refine and further develop knowledge of teaching 
strategies that build and extend students’ vocabulary.

• Consider how vocabulary can be assessed.



A point to consider…

Reading and writing require more complex, 
and often more abstract, vocabulary than 
that used in everyday interaction.



What is Vocabulary?

Vocabulary refers to the words we must 
know and understand to communicate 
effectively. It is the knowledge and use of 
words and their meanings.

It is the great predictor of success in 
literacy. Students with a strong 
vocabulary can us a range of words to 
communicate similar concepts.



Vocabulary
Reading & Writing

Reading Writing
The words we can recognise and understand in print. 
We use our receptive vocabulary to make sense of the 
words we read.

Words we use to communicate through writing using 
our expressive vocabulary. Sometimes students may 
have  sophisticated words that they can use when 
speaking; however, difficulties with spelling may be a 
barrier when writing.



Why is vocabulary critical for learning?



The Challenges

Unless they develop strong vocabularies early in life and continue to 
deepen and broaden this throughout their schooling, students may:

• Experience difficulty with academic language across many subjects
• Fall behind their more vocabulary efficient peers
• Face difficulty in understanding texts they read
• Not use advanced and mature words in their writing

The more words a student knows, the better they are at learning 
new ones.



Why is vocabulary critical to writing?



Why is 
vocabulary 
critical to 
reading?



Planning for Teaching



Using Context and Morphology to Teach 
Vocabulary

Context Morphology



Creating Vocabulary Rich Classroom



The Three Tiers



Developing Vocabulary Learners



Teaching Vocabulary

All students learn vocabulary through 
conversations with expert users.

• Engaging with written language
• Using explicitly taught vocabulary in everyday 

situations
• Through rich, targeted discussions
• Planning and leading high expectation conversations



Teaching Vocabulary



Explicit























We want to have 
an understanding 
of what children 
are learning from 

instruction, in 
terms of both 

breadth and depth 
of word 

knowledge.

Assessing Student Learning



Reflection

What?
Key messages or 
‘ah-ha’ moments

So what?
Reflecting on and 
relating to your context

Now what?
Making a commitment 
to action

When?
Prioritising when I will 
do the action

Who?
Committing to share 
and the learning and 
changed practice

Vocabulary learning 
is an 
underpinning 
skill of reading 
and writing.

Vocabulary learning 
begins during 
early stages of 
development, 
but this can be 
impacted by 
varying factors.




